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ANNOUNCEMENT, AUSTRIAN INFORMATION wishes to thank 
its readers for the warm response given the first is- 
sue. For the benefit of new readers, we would iike 
to reiterate our principle of presenting factual in- 
formation, attuned as nearly as possible to the inter- 
ests expressed by our readers. We welcome suggestions 
and comments at all times, and will be glad to answer 


requests for additional data on any subject pertaining 
to Austria, 

















MARSHALL PIAN AID ADMINISTRATION, Foreign Minister Dr, Karl Gruber 
has organized a division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
handle Austrian participation in the European Recovery Program, 
Offices will be established in Paris and in Washington. The Paris 
bureau will be headed by Dr. Wilhelm Taucher, former Minister of 
Commerce, The Austrian Minister to the U.S., Dr. Iudwig von Klein- 
waechter, will be in charge of the Washington office, The Washing- 
ton staff will include representatives of the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry's ERP Division, the Winistry for Food Supply, the Ministry 
for Economic Planning, the ilinistry of Commerce and Reconstruction, 
and the ilinistry of Agriculture. An expert on steel matters, and 
another on freight and transportation, are expected to be assigned 
to the Washington Bureau, 





CHANCELLOR FIGL VISITS SWITZERLAND. Chancellor Leopold Figl is 
spending the first week of July in Bern, Switzerland. This is the 
first official visit abroad of the head of the Austrian government 
since the end of hostilities, 





AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT PROTESTS SEIZURE OF POLICE OFFICIAL. The wave 
Of soviet kidnappings reached a climax in June with the arrest of 
Police Commissioner Anton Marek on charges of espionage. Other 
government leaders, including Socialist Minister of Power Alfred 
Migsch, and Secretary of the Interior Ferdinand Graf, have been de- 
nounced by the Russians, and the threat of further seizures is 
keenly felt in the capital. 

The government has submitted a note to the Allied Council ac- 
cusing the occupying powers of using Austria as a battleground and 
protesting violations of Austria's rights as a free nation. Al- 
though the note was addressed to all four occupying powers, the 
specific charges contained left no doubt that it was directly aimed 
at ending Russian abuses of the rights of Austrian citizens. Indi- 
vidual government members have also made outspoken protests. So- 
cialist Minister of the Interior Oscar Helmer made a speech in the 
Russian zone, terming Russian accusations of Austrian war-mongering 
unjustified and ridiculous. He stated that there is however unrest 
in Austria, prompted by the fate of her neighbor country, Czecho- 
slovakia, Minister Helmer also took this ws apne me to speak 
against the Russian interpretation of "German assets". 40 000 
hectares of Austria's most fertile farm lend have been seized, and 
the produce from this land is denied to Austria's undernourished 
population. Helmer challenged the Austrian Communist Party to re- 
concile its approval of Russian land expropriations with its demands 
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for distribution of farm lands among the people. 

Secretary of the Interior Graf (People's Party) addressed a 
meeting of government employees at which he discussed the fate of 
Commissioner Marek, He reiterated government warnings to civil 
servants to stay aloof from mutual espionage by the occupying powers, 
He pointed out that the duty of government employees is to the 
Austrian people, and that no deviations from this principle would be 
tolerated, Secretary Graf appealed to the occupying powers to cease 
interference with Austria's internal administration, He emphasized 


Austria's sincere desire to maintain friendship with all countries, 
in both the East and the West, 


RESTITUTION OF NAZI-CONFISCATED PROPERTY. The Ministry for Economic 
Planning reports that under the First xestitution law, governing 
property confiscated by the German State or its official agencies 

at the time of the occupation, 55355 applications have been made 

to regain property. Of these, 102 have been withdrawn, 1854 have 
been settled in favor of the claimant, 444 have been denied, 1410 
are still pending, and 17235 are awaiting preliminary approval before 
being acted on, The Second Restitution Law deals with property 
held by war criminals or Nazi organizations at the time of the 
liberation, and which has been taken over by the Austrian Republic. 
Under this law, 367 claims have been submitted, 14 of these have 
been withdrawn, 72 approved, 42 rejected, 115 are pending, and 124 
are awaiting action, The Third Restitution Law applies to con- 
flicting claims, Unlike the first and second laws, under which 
claims are hancled by administrative action, decisions under the 
third law are made by restitution commissions presided over by a 
judge. 10 820 claims have been filed under this law, of which 

539 have been withdrawn, 275 referred to other agencies, 905 settled 
by commission decision, 644 settled by agreement, 481 rejected, 
while 7976 are awaiting action. 








INCREASE IN AUSTRIAN FOOD RATIONS, Minister Sagmeister, in charge 
of food distribution within Austria, has announced a daily increase 
of 100 calories in the diet of non-privileged consumers. Before the 
increase, the standard ration provided 1800 calories per day. Ac- 
cording to Gen, Keyes, the U.S. has made available foodstuffs to 
meet 70% of Austria's requirements for the next three ration periods. 
On the basis of American guarantees the Austrian government is able 
to plan its food distribution until after the harvest, 


AUSTRIAN CROP PROSPECTS, Despite improved weather conditions that 
should lead to better harvests than prevailed during the drought 
years 1945-47, agricultural circles are not too optimistic about 
crop prospects for the coming year. An increase in rye is expected, 
but little change is anticipated in wheat production figures, Oat 
and barley production is expected to be lower, 





The Austrian Institute for Economic Research and the Central 
Statistical Office report that grain and potato crops are lagging 
far behind the year's quotas. On the other hand, the meat situation 
has improved somewhat, while egg production has been greatly in- 
creased. Although only 30% of rationed food products are derived 
from domestic sources, the Central Statistical Office estimates that 
55% of total food supplies are produced domestically, This figure 
is based on the 3000-calory diet maintained by agricultural self- 


suppliers. In 1938, 75% of Austria's food needs were supplied by 
her own producers. 


DECLINE IN LIVESTOCK, Due to a shortage of feed, the number of hogs 

and cattle in Austria is dwindling rather than recovering. In March 
1946 there were 1 300 000 pigs on Austrian farms, in contrast to 

1 700 000 in November 1947, The decline in cattle was not so severe: 
2 155 000 in March, as compared to the November figure of 2 158 000, 
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AUSTRIAN BANK DEPOSITS. Following the December currency reforn, 
savings and checking accounts in Austrian financial institutions 
dropped to 5451.5 million schillings in February, 1948, as compared 
to 15 604 million in March, 1947, There was a small increase in 
March, 1948, to 5967.4 million schillings,. 





WORKERS' REPRESENTATION IN AUSTRIA. According to Austrian law, 





workers in concerns employing more than 20 persons are represented 
by a factory council (Betriebsrat). Those in firms with between 5 
and 19 employees are represented by an individual shop steward. In 
November 1947 there were 4139 concerns which employed from 6 to 
8500 workers, with a total employment of 335 643 manual and white 
collar workers, 6755 firms employed fewer than 6 workers, Austrian 
workers are represented by a total of 28 966 shop stewards and 
council members, of whom 3152 are women, 

The political affiliations of workers! representatives provide 
us with a good index to the party make-up of Austrian labor as a 
whole, The political composition of the representatives is: Social 
Democrats, 62%; Volkspartei, 6.8%; Communists, 3.6%. This leaves 
27.6% unidentified as to politics, but the Austrian Trade Union 
Council publication "Solidaritaet" believes that these representa+ 


tives belong to the three parties in the same proportion as do 
the others, 


GROWTH OF AUSTRIAN TRADE UNION MOVEMENT, Since the war, membership 





in Austrian trade unions has been increasing steadily. In August 
1945 there were 128 770 union members in Austria, By June 1946 this 
figure had grown tc 641 179, Thereafter union membership increased 
to 1118 501 in Juns 1947, and had reached 1 2358 088 in December 
1947, The strongest trade union in Austria is that of the Metal- 
workers & Miners, with a membership of 189 887. Aside from numeri- 
cal growth, the spread of the organized labor movement in Austria 
is reflected in the fact that union strength has grown most rapidly 


in regions outside Vienna. 26.5% of Austrian trade unionists are 
women, 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURES, During March, the number of employed persons 





rose to 1 855 706, while the already low unemployment figure dropped 
to 46 687 from the February level of 48 399. 


BUDGET OF A TYPICAL AUSTRIAN WORKER,.. In its April number, the 





Austrian union periodical "Solidaritaet" outlined the expenditure 
pattern for a characteristic worker's family consisting of husband, 
wife, a 16 1/2-year old daughter and a son of 21/2. The husband, 

a skilled machinist, earns 5.74 schillings per hour for a weekly 
average of 156 schillings. Of this, he gives his wife 140 schillings, 
The daughter, who works as an apprentice, contributes another 10 
schillings per week, making a total of 150. Out of this, the 

mother spends 5.ec7 schillings for milk and butter, 1.80 for a news- 
paper, 12.56 for bread and rolls, 15,05 for canned horse meat and 
horse sausage, 27 for rationed foods (spaghetti, raisins, shortening, 
flour, bouillon cubes, peas, sugar, oatmeal, mustard, and canned 
tomatoes), 11.83 for fresh cabbage and cauliflower, 8.68 for 2 
lemons, 13 for fish, 9 for 6 lbs. of potatoes (Black Market), 1,50 
for a pair of shoe laces, 10 schillings to her fund for rent, radio 
tax and gas, 5 for electricity, 8 for new shoe heels, 2.72 for car- 
fare, stamps and miscellaneous, total: 131.41. The family wardrobe 
is in bad shape, and must be maintained from the 19 schillings left 
over from the week's expenses. (Note: On the official exchange, 

10 schillings equal $1. 


RECENT PRODUCTION FIGURES, ilagnesite bricks and plates are now being 





produced at 144% of the 1937 rate. Raw magnesite production for 

1948 is expected to reach 99.3% of prewar. Cement output according 
to the latest figures is about 40 000 metric tons a month, compared 
with 16 000 tons per month a year ago. Flat glass production in 
Warch totalled 337 241 square meters, as against 502 060 for the same 
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period in 1947, 

Wood pulp is being produced in quantities almost double those 
of a year ago: 6041 tons in March, 1948. In spite of a production 
increase -- 8555 tons in February, 1948, and 18 688 tons in March, 
1948, compared to 3943 in ilarch, 1947 -- cellulose output for the 
year is not expected to be more than 66% of prewar. Paper pro- 
duction in 1948 is estimated at 78% of prewar. 

In May, Austrian coal production amounted to 251 000 tons, a 
drop from April, but 25 000 tons higher than in May, 1947, and 
9 000 tons more than in May 1937. Preparatory work has been finished 
for the opening up of an extensive new coal field near the Bavarian 
frontier, Operation should begin by the end of 1949, and is expected 
to attain full stride by mid-1950, At full production, the new field 
is expected to yield 200 000 metric tons per year. Exploratory work 
is going on in many other regions of Austria, largely in an effort 
to replace the production of many small marginal mines, whose low 
yield and high operating cost make their operation impracticable, 


IRON & STEEL, Estimates for 1948 place raw iron production at 142% 
of prewar, and raw steel at 91,.5,. The Ministry for Economic 
Planning aims at an eventual annual output of 797 000 tons of raw 
iron, as compared with the 1957 figure of 587 000 tons. New works 

at Donawitz are expected to procuce 412 000 tons annually, and plants 
at Linz will account for 385 000 tons. Donawitz will have 6 electric 
blast furn ces with a daily capacity of 215 tons each, and one with 
a capacity of 100 tons per day. The 100-ton furnace will be built 
immediately, while construction of the others is contingent upon an 
adequate electrical supply. Linz will operate 2 coke furnaces with 
a combined output of 1100 tons daily. Raw steel production follow- 
ing the erection of new plants will total 1 070 500 tons yearly. 
Steel production is being planned for a minimum use of scrap. 
Domestic scrap will supply the industry's needs. 


NITROGEN, The production of synthetic nitrogen fertilizers by works 
in Linz is now adequate to supply all domestic agricultural needs, 
The Linz plant delivered one order of 150 000 tons to the American 
government 6 weeks ahead of schedule, and negotiations are now being 
conducted for the purchase of an additional 100 000 tons. This 
would provide hard currency in the amount of $6 million with which 
the plant hopes to buy Ruhr coal for its power piants,. 


GLASS FIBER. Glass fiber before the war was imported from Czecho- 
Slovakia, Thanks to the improved coal supply, works at Linz are 

now producing 60 tons per month, as against a previous production 

of 27 tons. This amount is sufficient to supply the entire needs 

of the Austrian electrical, refrigerating and building industries. 
Prior to the war, glass fiber works existed in Stockerau, These 
have been taken over by the Russian administrator of German property. 
Most of the special machinery and equipment has been dismantled 

and shipped out of the country by the Russian authorities, 


WATER PIPE. Welded steel pipes for use in water power plants are 
now being manufactured by three Austrian concerns. These pipes 

will be used in new power installations in Styria, Carinthia and the 
Tyrol. 


GLASS JEWELRY, Glass stones for costume jewelry are being produced 
by the Austrian glass industry to the extent of 5,5 million 
schillings worth a month, ilore than 80% of production goes to the 
United States. 


DECLINE IN PRODUCTIVITY. In spite of encouraging gains in production 
by basic incustries, overall efficiency is only about half of pre- 
war, in other words, almost twice as many workers are now needed 

to produce the same amount of goods, The efficiency lag is even 

more noticeable in consumer goods industries, such as textiles and 
shoes. Increased efficiency must await technical modernization, 
improvement in raw material supply, and better food for workers, 
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HOUSING SITUATION IN VIENNA. During the war, the population of 
Vienna was reduced by 10.4%. In the same period, housing accommoda- 
tions shrank from 706 047 units to 547 125 units, a loss of 22.5%, 
In 1959 there were 566 dwelling units per 1000 of population, while 
in 1948 this ratio had been reduced to 304/1000. Construction of 
urgently needed new housing is being impeded less by shortage of 
building materials than by the high cost of such materials. Before 
the war the city of Vienna built apartments at a cost of 12 000 
schillings, The same apartments now cost between 70 000 and 80 000 
schillings, Vienna's current budget contains an appropriation of 

90 million schillings to pay for 1200-1500 apartments, With the 
same sum, Vienna in 1934 built 7500 apartments, 





BUILDING RECONSTRUCTION, Priorities have been assigned in the 
building field in order to make optimum use of scarce labor, mate- 
rials and money. First priority goes to the protection of damaged 
buildings which can be salvaged for future use, against still further 
deterioration, Next comes the problem of building as many new 
housing accommodations as possible, The preservation of damaged 
buildings is especially important in that their restoration costs 
considerably less than new construction, In the country as a whole, 
*360 O00 apartments were damaged or destroyed (71 000 completely 
destroyed, 102 000 partly destroyed, 140 000 damaged). By 1947 
58 000 lightly damaged and 43 000 partially destroyed apartments 
had been repaired. Of the 71 O00 completely destroyed apartments, 
12 085 have been rebuilt. Only 654 of the rebuilt units are in 
Vienna, due to shortages of building material there, The industrial 
centers of Wiener Neustadt and Steyr are still in especially bad 
shape. Apart from war damages, many buildings have deteriorated 
badly due to lack of maintenance, It is estimated that 60% of the 
roofs in Vienna are in need of repairs, while 30% of wooden beams 
in Vienna houses must be replaced, 

The Austrian parliament has recently voted the establishment 
of a fund with which to finance building reconstruction. The bill, 
a compromise measure formulated by joint action of the political 
parties, represerts two years of study, and is designed to supplement 
private funds which have been largely exhausted, The fund will pro- 
vide interest-free loans, which may also be used to replace furnish- 
ings destroyed by military action. Apartments built or restored 
under the fund will be subject to the rent controls which have made 
rent a relatively insignificant item in Austrian household budgets 
ever since 1918. Former occupants will have a priority on rebuilt 
housing. The fund will be raised by means of special taxes on 
tenants and landlords, These taxes, however, will not be collected 
before July 1, 1950. Meanwhile, the Austrian Treasury will advance 
the equivalent of between $200 million and $300 million a year in 
1948 and 1949, 





PLANS FOR ELECTRIFICATION, The Austrian government has formed an 
interdepartmentai commission to plan the use oi ERP funds in Austria, 
Special attention is being given the need for widespread electrifica- 
tion. Indicative of the need is the growth of electrical power con- 
sumption from 2500 million kilowatt hours in 1955 to 4200 million 
KWH in 1947, By 1958, the need will be an estimated 7900 million 
KWH. At present Austria has an annual capacity of 4780 million KWH 
from water-power plants, plus 800 million KWH from fuel-burning 
generators, Plans call for complete electrification of Austrian 
railways, and the electrification of most factory power plants, 
Further demands on the electrical power supply will be made by the 
construction of electric furnaces in iron and steel mills. 





AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE, Always a foreign trade-minded nation, 
Austria has lately intensified her activities in this direction. 
Imports during March 1948 were valued at 202 million schillings, 

as compared with 73 million a year earlier, In the export field, 
Austria shipped abroad goods to the value of 142 million schillings 
in March 1948, as against 45,5 million in March 1947, Compared with 
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prewar years, however, the quantity of exports is only about 48%, 
and imports 39%, 

Some interesting changes have talcen place in the patterns of 
Austrian international trade. In 1937, mineral fuels accounted for 
only 7% of Austria's imports, while in 1947 they constituted 27%, 
30% of Austria's 1937 exports consisted of raw materials and semi- 
finished goods, and 1947 only 23%, The proportion of manufactured 
goods exported has increased appreciably, from 66% of total exports 
in 1937 to 74% in 1947, Food imports now form a much larger part 
of the total than they did before the war, 


There are now 200 items which can be exported without a license 
from the Austrian government, 


AUSTRIAN TRADE AGREEMENT WITH BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG, Foreign 
Minister Gruber has concluded a trade agreement for the duration of 
the year between Austria and the Benelux economic union, 





PREFABRICATED WOODEN HOUSES BEING EXPORTED, Holland has recently 
accepted delivery of 800 prefabricated wooden houses, and has placed 
an order for an additional 500, Denmark has already received 500 

of these houses, and negotiations are in progress for 500 more, 100 
have been shipped to liorocco, and France is buying increasing numbers, 


A test order of 200 houses is being sent to the United States, to be 
followed by another 1000, 





INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR, The semi-annual Vienna Trade Fair will 

be held from September 5 to September 12, featuring displays of 
handicrafts and industrial products from Austria and other European 
countries, The Austrian government particularly wishes to encourage 
American participation in the Fair, in view of the current emphasis 
on trade with the United States, Much of Austria's hard currency 
assets, such as the Export-Import bank loan and ERP funds, are ear- 
marked for expenditure in the United States, The Vienna Fair will 
provide an opportunity for American firms to display the goods which 
Austria will purchase for its reconstruction program, 

The American Legation in Vienna has conducted a survey of the 
market for American goods, The results indicate that the greatest 
interest is in machine tools, woodworking machinery, and equipment 
for the construction, food processing and packing, textile, plastics, 
printing and reproduction industries, There is also considerable 
interest in electrical equipment, especially household appliances 
such as refrigerators, deep freeze units, etc. Exhibits of passenger 
cars, light and heavy trucks, and automotive accessories will be 
greatly welcomed. American displays will serve a two-fold purpose: 
they will acquaint Austrian industrialists and importers with 
American products, and will also serve to demonstrate new technical 
advances, 

Applications for exhibition space should be addressed to the 
official representative of the Fair, Mr, Sanford de Brun, Austrian 
Foreign Trade Office, 25 Broad St., New York 4, N, Y, at the 
earliest possible date, 








AUSTRIAN M2RCHANT MARINE, By fall of this year four small motorships 
of 2000 tons registry each will be in service between Trieste and 
Near Eastern ports, The ships were constructed in Italy. Port 
facilities in Trieste have been repaired, but rail connections bet- 
ween that city and Austria are still in emergency condition. At 
present a single-track line is being used between Udine and Pontebba, 
The shorter double-track southern route is still not operating 
regularly because of tariff difficulties with Yugoslavia, 


AMERICAN SUPPLIES FOR AUSTRIA, Supplies shipped to Austria under 
the American foreign aid program amounted to 78 243 tons during the 
period May 28-June 5, The supplies consisted of 771 tons of legumes, 
658 tons of lard, 2355.7 tons of wheat flour, 16 077.9 tons of wheat, 
0.5 tons of seeds, 1816 tons of potash, 388 tons of superphosphate, 
4708 tons of coke, 442 tons of meat, 15 598 tons of soft coal 
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briquettes, 56 187 tons of coal, 104 tons of assorted foodstuffs, 
15 tons of soap, 442 tons of raisins, 571 tons of plums, and 235 
tons of milk, 


AMERICAN CHARITY TO AUSTRIA, By April 1948, after approximately two 
years of operation, the Care organization had shipped to Vienna 
S17 082 food parcels and 13 173 textile parcels, with a value of 
$3 505 298, Austria as a whole has received more than half a million 
Care packages, worth an estimated $5,5 million, 

Since January 1948 the American Red Cross has supplied material 
for 10 000 layettes for Austrian babies. 





AMERICAN UNIONS DONATE STREPTOMYCIN, The American Federation of 
Ilebor and the Congress of Industrial Organizations have jointly con- 
tributed 2000 grans of streptomycin to the Austrian Trade Union 
Council, The drug will be used in hospitals supported by Austrian 
unions to fight tuberculosis, 





MALNUTRITION AMONG VIENNA SCHOOL CHILDREN, Of the 85 840 children 
enrolled in Vienna's public schools, 77/7 716 were given medical 
examinations during 1947, Only 30.3% of these children were found 

to be in fairly normal health, 36.11% of the children proved to be 
moderately undernourished, This is a slight change from 1946, when 
38% of the children examined suffered from partial malnutrition, 
Symptoms of severe malnutrition were found in 33.86% of the children, 
compared to 32.3% in 1946. This increase probably accounts for the 
small decline in the moderately undernourished category. On the 
average, boys seem to be more subject to malnutrition than are girls. 





PRODUCTION OF RADIO RECEIVERS. Following the resumption of radio set 
manufacture in 1946, the Austrian radio industry produced 135 000 re- 
ceivers in 1947, Almost the entire 1947 output was exported to help 
supply the country's need for froeign exchange. 

Before the war Austria had a highly active radio industry, ex- 
porting in 1958 sets worth 10 million schillings. From 50 000 to 
60 000 sets were absorbed each year by the domestic market, Of 
Austria's 1 700 000 homes, 900 000, or 53%, have radios, most of them 
more than 10 years old. It is estimated that production of 200 000 
sets per year is necessary to meet the needs of the domestic and 
export markets, Manufacturers are at present prevented from reaching 
this goal by shortages of materials. 





CRISIS IN AUSTRIAN BOOK PUBLISHING INDUSTRY, Austrian book publishers 
recently agreed to supply books valued at $500 000 to the American 
and British zones of Germany in exchange for German raw materials, 

The agreement was subsequently disapproved by Bizonia occupation 
authorities, who insisted that payment be made in dollars. 

Before the war, 80% of Austrian book production was exported to 
Germany, and the structure of the industry is predicated on this fact. 
The loss of the Bizonia market threatens to force many publishers 
ov.t of business, Russian authorities in Germany have offered to ac- 
cept Austrian books in exchange for machinery from Eastern Germany. 

American authorities in Vienna have expressed their approval of 
barter arrangements between Austrian publishers and Bizonia, Offi- 
cials in the United States and in Bizonia however while recognizing 
the threat to the freedom of the Austrian book press, have refused 
to modify their requirement that transactions be conducted on a hard 
currency basis, They have instead offered a token loan to Western 
Germany with which to buy Austrian books, but the amount of this loan 
is considered to be entirely inadequate, There is some hope left 
that ECA funds may be made available for the purchase of Austrian 
books, It is felt, however, that this relief may come too late, 
Meanwhile, a delegation of Austrian publishers is in Leipzig con—- 
tinuing negotiations for a satisfactory settlement, 





PROJECTED EXCHANGE OF MOTION PICTURES, An agreement has been reached 
for the exchange of motion pictures between Austria and Bizone Germany. 
Films would be exchanged in the ratio of 4 Austrian to 1 German, 
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Approval by the Bizonia Joint Export-Import Board is still pending. 
As in the case of Austrian books, pictures made in Austria have been 
largely destined for export to other German-speaking countries, In 
Vienna there are 109 registered motion picture producers, of whom 
very few have actually made any films. It is planned to change 
licensing requirements in such a way that producers who fail to make 
films will be forced to close down, Production of sound films will 
be financed through a special bank set up for this purpose. There 

is at present a threat of monopoly in the film industry due to the 
financial manipulations of one well-known producer, It is hoped that 


financing of independent film producers through the Film Bank will 
eliminate this danger. 


IMPROVED ACCOMMODATIONS AT BADGASTEIN: SPAS. The Cure Commission of 
Badgastein, site of Austria's best known spas, which has for centuries 
enjoyed international patronage because of the remarkable effective- 
ness of its warm, radioactive waters in the treatment of a large 
number of stubborn ailments, announced today that hotel rates in all 
hotels in the spa have been siashed thirty percent. Badgastein, which 
is located in the Gastein Valley about an hour's run by car-on-rails 
from Salzburg, and within sight of the High Glockner peaks, is @ re- 
sort in the grand manner with dozens of great de luxe hotels grouped 
around the dramative waterfall which is the chief scenic feature of 
the spa, and within convenient piping distance of the medicinal 
springs. Seven hotels, which are on the official tourist list, are 
stocked with imported food and available to foreign visitors, Food 
and service meet the most exacting international standards, A room 
with bath, four meals, tips and taxes included, now costs from six 
to ten dollars a day with many good accommodations available at the 
lower figure. There is an additional charge of forty cents daily 

for the cure baths, which can be taken right in the hotels, The 
bathing cure, which is a strenuous if agreeable one, is highly 
effective in locomotor, glandular, blood and chronic poisoning dis- 
eases, diseases of the circulatory and nervous systems and most forms 
of convalescence, The resort provides all recreational facilities, 
including a new mountain lift and a varied program of concerts, 
theatrical events and so forth besides special transportation to per- 
formances of the Salzburg Festival, 





ACADEMY FOR TOURIST-TRADE PERSONNEL, An academy will te opened in 
Vienna in the fall of 1948 to offer advanced courses fer persons 
interested in careers in the hotel industry, travel buniness and re- 
lated fields. The school will not limit itself to tec]mical in- 
struction, but will also offer academic instruction, s‘i:ressing lan- 
guage study. Courses in French and English will be rejuired, with 
study of Italian and the Slavic languages optional. During vacation 
periods students will be given an opportunity to gain oractical ex- 
perience by working in their chosen fields. 





AUSTRIAN ART TREASURES IN STOCKHOLM, The exhibit of rasterpieces 
from Vienna's Kunsthistorischen Museum, on display in Stockholm 

as a gesture of gratitude for Sweden's contributions to Austrian war 
relief, will be continued through August 21 by popular demand. 





TRAVELLING MUSEUMS IN AUSTRIA, The art museums of Vié¢enna have formed 
an organization to place exhibits of fine paintings ir. Austrian facto- 
ries, The first travelling exhibition consists of paintings by 

Makart and Klimt, and their followers, Experts will be on hand to 
answer workers! questions about the pictures. The announced purpose 
of the organization is to bring the museums to the people, rather than 
wait for the people to come to the museums, 





VIENNA PHILHARMONIC IN LONDON, The Vienna Philharmonic Symphony 
Orchestra will present 5 concerts at London's Albert Hall, September 
28 to October 4, An all-Beethoven program will be given under the 
direction of Wilheim Furtwaengler. Yehudi. lienuhin will play the 
Violin Concerto, and the Staatsoper and B,B.C,. choirs will join in 
a performance of the Ninth Symphony. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY MATERIAL FROM 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
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